ESL DC Meeting
November 13, 2020
2:00-3:30 pm
ZOOM
Agenda


1. Approving the minutes of our previous meeting (Oct. 9, 2020)—please, see next page.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Melissa Uber: new information about the ESLDA
3. Post-COVID placement of incoming students: previous discussion and voting (ACCUPLACER)
4. Any issues with placement?
5. Selecting prompts for the ESL DA

Meeting invitation:
Monica Filimon is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: ESL DC meeting
Time: Nov 13, 2020 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85893489051?pwd=ZkYwWHZsSzEwekE5Q0VST2lXUDJ3dz09

Meeting ID: 858 9348 9051
Passcode: 199733
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,85893489051# US (New York)
+13126266799,,85893489051# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 858 9348 9051
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kc2TqYSxdI



                                   ESL Discipline Council Meeting – October 9, 2020 – on ZOOM

Present:  
Lubie Alatriste (NYCCT), Cindy Wishengrad (Hunter), Sue Livingston (LAGCC),  Leigh Somerville (BMCC), Donna Smith (Queens), Mary Boland (CSI), Susan DiRaimo (Lehman), Rebekah Johnson (LAGCC), Elaine Brooks (Bklyn), Abdelhamid Kherief (York), Kamal (Baruch), Weier Ye (QCC), Bede McCormack (LAGCC), Patricia George (KBCC), Monica Fillimon (KBCC)
                 
Meeting called to order by Abdelhamid Kherief at 2 PM.
September 24 minutes approved.

ESLD issues:
· Ask Melissa Uber about funding for reading exams for the Spring 2021 semester
· New ESLD: timed: the essay is timed (120 minutes), but the survey is not.
· DIRECTIONS:
· Directions need to be more explicit and steer students away from plagiarizing
· Suggestions:
· Please write this essay using your own language and ideas.  Do NOT use information from online sources, Google translate, or help from other people.  The most important thing is to place you into the BEST class for you to ensure your long-term, successful progress in the University.
· SURVEY:
· Lubie Alatriste: worked on the survey with Melissa Uber several changes: 
· added a few open-ended questions;
· reordered answers for multiple choice questions 
· added one more item to the multiple-choice questions (there are 4 answers now)
· Kamal: survey used at Baruch for placement appeals (please, do not share): https://baruch.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3n1cRwQV1Mx0z9X
· Open-ended questions: several members agreed that they are useful because they can elicit writing samples that reflect students’ linguistic skills
· Sue Livingston: Should campuses approach surveys in any standardized way?
· Questions #3, #5, and #6=open-ended, but they may lead students to list a few items rather than develop paragraphs
· Maybe we only need one open-ended question rather than 3 (Students may not bother to respond to a long survey. Right now, there are 8 questions, but 6 is the ideal number of questions
· Questions #3 & #5: may not be the best choices to change
· Question #6: possible versions: 
· Describe your experiences learning English.
· Tell the story of how you learned to read and write in English.
· Describe a time when you felt particularly successful using English or particularly challenged.
· PROMPTS:
· It is important to change the prompt often. Right now, the plan is to change the prompt every two weeks, but it may be better to change it every week.
· Running two or more prompts at the same time does not seem possible.
· Three prompts proposed for DC approval/comments
· TO DO within one week (by October 18):
· Read the three prompts and send your concerns/comments to Hamid and me
· Read and work on the suggestion for directions in the “Prompts” document:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NoHe-nMqO4xZEPFaYph1z6ExuLmbK396/view?usp=sharing

· Read the survey and send your concerns/comments to Hamid and me:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tBcVKbxK3Jeqx76R-G42XTxxzH5yd7Qs/view?usp=sharing
· Work on question #6 (please, see the above suggestions)

· Other suggestions and concerns:
· It may be a good idea to establish an ESL task force that could advise CUNY Central when needed
· Colleges are concerned about students being misplaced 
· Decentralizing testing sites seems complicated
· Suggestion: CUNY Central should send students reminders about their application, ESLD, and upcoming placement. 
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