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- 'From this: penod until the closerofs last%weekw—-au'tl mterval of neawly
seven months—Wwe “continued - tormake .daily: calls :at /MoValdemar's
house, accompanied,inowsand then, by: medicaland othe? friends: All

this time the’ sleep-Waker rernained «exactly: as'I?have last described

hlm. Thesnurses’ attentions were continual, & ! : 1
:It was on:Friday last that we finally resolved to: make the: ‘experiment
of awakening; or attempting to awaken himj andiit isithe:(perhaps) un-
fortunaté result of -this latter ’exp‘eri-mehti which .has- given rise to'so
miuch discussion in privite circles=to so much of' what L cannot help
thinking unwarranted popularfeeling, : oo Ex e
For the purpose of relieving M. 'Valdé,mar from th -‘esm"e,ric trance,
I made ise'of ithe ‘customaty: passes.”These, for:a time;t were' unsue-
cessful: The first indication of revival:was affordéd by 4 partial descent
of the iris: It was observedyias espécially remarkable) that: this:lowering
of the pupil was accompanied by th‘@fprli)l*usef ‘dtit—llowih’g ‘of a yellow-
ish ichor? (from ben‘eath the hds) of pungent and l’llgl‘llY offensxve
odor.: - i B N o BT
It now was suggested that! I shoul Lattempt’ o' nﬂuence the patlent ]
arm, as-heretofore. I made.the atternpt and failedi: Dr. F—=-theh int
timated#:desire to have. me- put"‘arquestlon.«I dide o*as*follows." =
+“M. Valdemar; caniyou explam tosus what e/ iyour: feellngs or
vmshes ROWR™: L ex oo ’ SILRUIEEHER
There was an-instant return of th hectlc ciréles on ithe cheeks the
tongue ‘quiveredy orratherrolled-violently in-the:meuth: (although thé
jaws and lips remained rigid as:before;) and at: length the: same hideous
voice which I have already: describéd,broke forth:::
" “For 'God’s sake'—-—qulck‘—qulc' ut me “to sleep——or, qulck'
waken mel—quick!-I:say to you thatsl:ans dead ™. 1d i o
I -was thoroughly unnerved, and for:an’instant remain d undec1ded
what to-de. At first | made‘an endeavor to re-composeithetpatlent but,
failing'irt this through total’abeyance of the willyI retraced my steps
and as earnestly ‘straggled to- awakenishini ‘In thiis: attempt I soon saw
that I.should be successful—oriatileast Isscon faneied thatwmy success
would be ¢complete—atid I* am suré:that’all in the foom »were prepared
to see the patient awaker. - o P “
+*For what really occurred howeve‘r,
human being could have been prepared A »
~ As 1 rapidly made’the mesmeri¢ passes’ amld ejaculations ‘of “dead'
dead!” absolutely bursting from the tongue and hotfromithe'lips of the
sufferer, his whole frame at once—within the space of a sinéle minute,
or ‘even less, shrunk+=crumbled-~absolutely’ rotted away ‘beneath my
hands Upon the bed 'before that whole company, there y"a nearly

A . i s v Ce o
AL RN : LTTE P e i1

2. Here a thin, sour-smelling fluid discharge, as from a wound or ulcer.

‘the:r natume‘ ofi1 my 50 E sup;
to a threat.? At lengthzlsxwould be lavénged; th : it d
fsettled—n-buththe.\ .,,deﬁmtlveness with! 'whrch' 1t was,

pumty.}3

redresser tx is- equally unredressed when» the avenge falls‘sto‘make

It must be understood that nelther by word nor deed:’had 1:given
Fortunato cause to doubt my good will. I continued; ~as;was my- wont,

He had a (weak pomt————thls Fortunato—although in othe .regards he

a:man: to; be. respectéd-and-even feared. iHesprided hrrnself adpon
his- connmsseurshlp in wine. Few ltalians have.the true virtuoso spirit:
For the most, part their enthus1asm(15|adopted torsuit the: tlme and -0p-
portumty;«to)practrce Amposture; a
aires. In palntmg and gemmary, Fortunato, hke hls countrymen owds a
quack,4 but in the'matter. of old wines he was sincere. In thls respect I
did not. differ.from him ‘materially;—I was skilful in: \
tages: mysel ;and bought largely; whenever:leould. .

It was about dusk,.one everiing during ‘the. supreme*madness of: the
carmval5 ‘season, that I encountered my friend;r Henaccosted me-w1th

)u

[52)
here is that of the st pubhcanon in, Godeys 0] 2
was popula‘r in Poes d

( i

1.“The text rei
'1846).IThe sub ect of living imniirement, like premat’ure b‘u
see Mabbott, IIf, 1252-56. . i Sy
2.'M %t reader§ have taken this’ addrer to be an apostrophe in theMDear Reader style of s0
taky: 18k “anid 1 Oth!

=

‘éntury stoties. But'since the" redder dbes not yet know the nature of
+ithe hatrator's soul, it suggests that the storylis being toldto animplied listener.©  © clun
3. These words and the rest of this paragraph anticipate the‘narﬁators famll‘y motto (quoted in
the i of the tale). "Im/pumty ﬁ'orp prinid, punié' pumsh or correct.” A punitor is
uriity/nieans. “withontpunishierit” (i.€, o getiaway Wltl’l'lfu), one of two con-

3 sp, ecify for uccessful. revenge. To, impugn"” someone also
‘means to slander theri, to-call, int quest!on ‘their honor, Some’ feaders have found the in-
definiteness of Fortunato’s 1‘1xﬁ§u]t o' the harrator both'chxllmgléhd 16| blematlc, biitthere

- are clues-ta-more- than-one- poss:ble insult. - - o e

4, Quaclks a fake,sanvincompetent pdsing-as an'expert Mabbott obsarves that in Poe’s day ltaly

- wag:atcenter for foisting.off bogus! artworks on foreign visitors. The phrase;the narrator uses
to describeiFortunatg o ({like: his cou'ntrymenx ") puts immediate dlstancexbetween them, sug-

- gesting among ‘other thinigs thatithe harrator is not of Ttalian ancestry. ;

.- Spring festival of the:fleshly: appetites (Latin: carne, “ﬂesh"), celebrated for centuries i Eu-
rope. It originated out of folk celebrations of thé mysteries: of Dionysus:iri Greece {god of
fertility- and: regeneration)..and-Osiris in. Egypt (god of feitility and; vegetation, . .associated
with: the rénewal-of life brought by, the-yearly ﬂoodmg ‘of:theNile} Carnival is traditionally
charactenzed ‘by .patades; pageants, -masquerades, singing;:dancing, and:general revelry,

! { bawdy Fhe Roman- carnivals «ofBacchanalia, Saturnalia,-and Lu-

- percalia evplved into:Ghristian- feastsamthe ‘Middle Ages:miotably the Feastrof the Ass;which
contintied the old pagan bawdiness, and the Feast of the Fools, which featured bldsphemous
-impersonations:of therclergy: and a mocke Mass In thesL4th through the:I6th centuries, the
Roméan Gathulic.Churchtook steps:to associate Carnival moreiclosely withithe spiritual as-
pectsmf\Chnsuan tholy; days; -conneeting it: with Lent. (the fortyadays:ofipenance: before
Easter, symbolic of the forty days of Jesus’s fasting in the desert). Americans know the rites
-of. Garnival. fromnMardlr Gras-as' celebrated:in' New Orleans, Louisiana) Mardi gras means
something like “fat. Tugsday”;; the: people ware . allowed:sa iday -to-indulge : fleshly -appetites

wn




416 TALES AND SKETCHES

excessive warmth, for he had been drinking much. The man wore mot-
ley. He had on a tight-fittirig parti-striped: dress, dnd his head was sur-
motinted by the conical cap and bells. T was so pleased to see him
that I thought 1 shouldnever have.done wringinghis hand.:: :

I said to- him—“My dear. Fortunato; you: are huckily: miet: How re-

markably well you areslooking.to-day: But I: have. received a- prpe of
what passes for Amontillado,*and-I havé my:doubts.”.

“How?". said-he, “Amontlllado' A plpe' Imp0551ble' And ine the mld- :

dle of thercarnival!” g
“I have:my doubts,” I replled and Twas srlly enough to: pay the full
Amontillado. price without consulting:you-in:the matter; You ‘were not
to be found, and I wasifearful of losmg a bargaln. T :
“Amontillado!”. R SRR
I have my doubts.f' :

“Amontillado!? : s
“And I must satisfy them. ,
~ “Amontlllado"’ i

crltlcal turn-it is he.; He w111 tell vme—-—ﬂ’ _:u'
“Luchresi. cannot tell Amontillado:from Sherry
“And yet some fools will; have it that l'llS taste is. a: n@tch for;your own.”
“Come;-let us:go.” : :

. :“Whither?” e e
“To your vaults.” i oo b i :
“My friend, no; I will not-impose-upén, your good nature.«l percelve

you have .an:engagement. Linchrest—r="i:» A el
“I have ‘no: engagement;=zcomei/’ i o f e
“My fnend no. It i$ not. the engagement but the severe cold Wlth

O A

and let off steami; agamst(authontyv Some- critics. see the actxon.. Poe's;taléyas: playmg out
thesesy ‘\ohc é nonfes.in "perverse way:: the‘lmgulstlc repetitxons are both: darkly comic

of a satanic cruc1ﬁxmn and ‘buial; Followed by Ash Wednesday (the ﬁrst day of Lent), Mard1
Gras is also-talled Shrove: Tuesday, the last'day before confessin
and seeking forglveness fon or yen')
. Fortunato is wearing the tiadi onal clown;s
. Alight, semisweet sherry froi’the south of:! Spamwprlzed by mon‘moxsseurs Plpe a large
- :cask. Some critics have suggested:that in this;scene Poe erred regarding the'origin-and genre,
‘of Amont:llado, mistakingit:for-an:Italian vintagé r: . But the situa-
tion-is being mampu]ated ‘bythenarrators ki 3
- .pride, his sense:of stperior: ‘connoxsseurshrp THEATS
8. . Fortunato (rather:than Poe): ki e; fas:
: seurship of wines Fortunatorwas; like the narrator, "smcere \ (not necessanly.exp'ert)
9. -‘Potassium.nitrate, .4 gray—wl-ute mmeral dep051t used n makmg gunpowder also. called salt-
.- peter (salt'rock). -. b s
1:: A cape.or small cloak In contrast to: Fortunatos’fools:costume, Montresons rnask and a
- cape:suggest the'costume of d-stage villain (a. “masked dvehger?ui ..t i g :

o
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There Wwere no attendants at home; they had absconded to-make mmeérry
in‘honotirlof the: tiine: Iitiad told them that I'should Hot return until the
morning, ‘and had given‘them explicit orders. not“to: stir from'the house.
These orders wereisufficient, T well knew, ‘to insure their 1mmedlate dls-
appearatice, one and all, as soon as my back was tirned. - B

I'took from their sconces two:flambeaux;?.and giving: ‘one to Fortu-
nato, bowed him through several suites of rooms-té the archway that
led into’ thewaults passed: down 2 long ‘and ‘Winding staifcase, re-
questmg Him to be cautious as he followed. We came at length toithe
footiof:the deéscent;and’stood: together upon the i ;
catacombs of the Montresors‘? £ Rt

The galt of my fnend was unsteady, and the bells upon h1s cap _)ln-
gled as he strode. , T Fel i

“The pipe,” said he.” ' Lo :

“It-is* farther on}" 'said Ty “but’ observe the ‘Whlte web-work Wl'llCl’l

Lo T

‘turriedstbivards me; andTook d into my: eyes Wlth‘tWO ﬁlmy orbs
that-distilled the theum' of 1ntox10at10n :
“Nitre?” he asked,‘at’ length

ERTEYS

ave you had that cough”z
ght- ugh'—ughl ugh: '

gh! , :
My poor frlend found it 1mpos51b1e to reply for’ many mmutes.
“Tt nothmg, ‘he said, at last: © '
“Come,”’1 said, with decision, we will go back your health is pre-
cious: Yotitare rlch respected
once IrWas You al : :
will go'back; you VVlll"lE)e‘ 1ll\>and I cannot be respohsrble. Be' ldes there
is Luchyesizee 7 0 i -
“Enough " he said; “the cough is 2 mere nothlng, it Wlll not l(lll me:
I shall not die of a cough » BRI
“True—true,” I replied; “and, indeed, I had ) no intention ‘of alarmlng
you unnecessarlly—but you should "iise all proper' cautlon’ rdraught
of this Medoc® will defend us from the damps.”
" Here T'knocked off the' neck of 4 bottle wh;ch I drew from a long
row:of fellows :that'layi upon:the 'mould e

S e e

v nicel! is:afdetorativé bracket fof candleés or; torches ("ﬂambeawé) usually.:recbssed in

+ - the 'walljfrom ithe: Latm,ahsconsus, “pastparticiple of abscondere; 4o hide way.! 'Sconce is
also an mformal usage for “skull.” A rough German equlv’alent, chanze s ane
concavity;'a fortlﬁcatmn,‘parallehng the Itahan iseanso, “as defense i o

3. -“Catacombst imderground burial crypts;“coniiected: by: labyzi
ing-down to‘slxty -féef ormore findergrount: The catacombs out51de Rome (from the Ist
century cid:ate.full of mches and cublele i
i e to;prote he - lesec Liiying Christian

Ford religionst persectit ‘, Mantresorv 0

y t) along
L connoisseur, Luchr 1, ‘suggests Licre(Latin:
money) G wold’s edition changes b toLuchesi: (themame i writer) for
reasons that are not entirely clear, ; . i '

tres /s ny providés. another hint: ofs I:he nature of t € insu
Wine beheved to have medicinal properties, *

5"‘:‘5
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“Drmk I sa1d presentlng h1m,r the w1ne

mlharly, whlle his bellsgmgled.w
- 1 drink;” he said, {to:the buried: that
“And I to your longlife:? :
;. Hé‘again tookimy arm;
“These vaults,’ heisaid;“are extensive.”.. e
. “The Montresors;1 *rephed “wereia great andihirmiefous family.”, -
5] forget your arms. . e !
- “A huge human foetid'or,:in a; ﬁeld aziire; thie-foot crusjnes a serpent
rampant whose fangs‘are lmbedded in' the-heel:/%¢: i
¥And'the motto!” =i ;. ey
“Nemo me impune lacesszt
“Good!” he said. .
‘.The wine sparkled;in his eyes.and the hells: )mgled My own fancy?
grew warm with the Medoc. We had. passed through: long wells of
piled skeletons, with casks:and:punchebns’ intermingling}:into the in-
most recesses of the catacombs. T-paused. again; and this time I'made
bold to seize Fortunato by an arm' above:the elbow..
“The nitre!”. I said; “seejit inereases,:It: harigs like’ moss upon the
vaults, We are-below;

and-we:p ’ceede

:J7

cough——" . . .7~ : s Cl '
“It is- nothmg,” he sa1d let us go on.:But. ﬁrst ariother: draught of
the Medéc.” . v Y ,
.1 broke and reached him a ﬂagon of De Gréve.! nHe emptled it at a
breath His« eyes. ﬂashed w1th a ﬁerce hght Heu laugh,ed and ithrew the

grotesque ene.. ; v - G ,ﬁl,
“You do not comprehend"’ he sald

. “NotI” T replied:; e b 0t

1+« “Then you.are not: of the: brotherhood r
“HOW'” - Br o ;r(

N L S TS

6. The Montresors were orice great and humeroifs; How-no Ionger, unforgivably, Fortunato has
“forgotten” the nobleman’s family coat of arms. As the present Montresor explains, the coat
of arms portrays a foot of gold (“d’or") against a blue background (“field azvre”) in the act of

. icrushing @ serpent: the serpent,xisen up to stiike (* ‘rampant” Y, has:embédded its fangs inthe
heel of the foot: It is left.uticlear whether the Montresors are the avengmg foot or the aveng-
“ing serpent. (But:see Ge‘nesxs 3:15.) :
7. No one ls allowed to impugn.me (Latm), “ori- paraphrase as‘no-ohe foffends me with
' ~-1mpuruty It:isthe well-knownimétto ofthe ‘Scottish Royal Coat of Arms, and some scho-
“ lars surmise that there:is-thus. a‘ coded! téférence’ toBlackwood's:Edinburgh :Magazine in

- the .tale. This mterpret‘atlon focuses::om)iJohni/: Wilson: (1785—1854), known as “Chris-
topher North;”: who wasia professor of p losophy at.the University ‘of ‘Edinburgh and an

- early conmbutmg editorriof: Blackwood’s. ‘He:was’ rioted  forradepbity;.and William Hazlitt

- (1778~1830) is:suppose: ive explained thethistle” in Wilson’s. famlly cérest by reference
:to the motto. Although: there niay-well be somekind of paybackin:terms the literary-warfare
of the- ;Iay, this readmg tends to: push the sto ather far. toward a romidsi 2. clef (story thh

a “key” B BN TRC TR R S

. Imagmatlon, from the Greek root-for fantasy (phantasem)

. Casks that each hold approxlmately eighty-four gallons: :

“1. Wine from the Bordeaux regioii of France. Montresors pun is obkus. “Flagon a stoppered

bottle. D AU e e 0 s

e

—\D 00 7
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‘You?‘flhipos'si'fbl A 'rﬁasn il
A mason', Irephed . 1 3
S Ksigny Vb suid aslgn 2 s teaphais Bz ort
“lt:is this;?. I answered,: producmg from beneath theé: folds;.-off"'

'roquelazre a trowel, “ sonidsdy’ SEb

i gigest, he éxclalmedf rec01 mg a few paces»' “Bat letius? proeeed

to 't Amontillade.” SRS ‘
Bt sofiEdaid, replacmg'«the tool: beneathflthencloak and agaIn of-

fering hinisthy afsil Helleahed dpontit heavi i

in search. of  théi Amontillade., We passed through a.range -of

yidescended, passedron ‘and descendmg‘éga‘lh arnved at a ldeep
crypthm which:hie: foal; - Cal i
gloW'than flam Ry

’expos ! by 'bohes ‘vve pér-
ceivedla-till mtenorhcrypt-o‘ Téedss)in depth about foupfeet, . width
three;vin Height sixtorseven To'séemied!to: Havé beeh edristructed-for
no. especial use within.itself, but: formed ‘mérely the ifiterval ‘between
two: of ithe: ‘colossal suppartsvofsthe 'roof:6fithe catacdmbs, and Wwas

nbmg wallsfof soh‘d’ gramte,_ ; N

: “Proceed 1 sald “herem 18 the Amontillado “As for Luchre51 :
“He istan’ igiioramus;” lnterrupted my- friend, aé hetsteppe L
steadlly forward Whllé I followed lmmedlately at‘ this* heels. \In an*in-

- eet, horlzontally'
onef‘of these depe" ded @ short ¢hain, ifromt thie” other a“padlock
Throwmg 1e tinks' about his waist, it was but: the'
onds: t& securé it. ‘He was ' too much astounded to remst Wlthdrawmg
the key I stepped back from- the recess. ; ' '

b gy 5 '\

2. Those who ‘build or work'withi stonexor:bnok Fortunistosmeans to indieate! the Brotherhood

of the Masons, a late-medieval trade guild originating’ in ‘Scotlan
centunes, ‘the Masons became an international secret ity P
glous ‘orientation and" strongly opposed by the' Catholic:Chiurch. By the rid
. tuiy, all.the major, cov.pntnes ¢.had Masonic soc1et}es Fortunatos gesture is a secret *

sign® unrecogmzed by Montresor, ho produces a trowel (see below) as‘an rofiic portent of
his real intentions. i

3, Like the earlier and more famous Chiistian catacombs of: -Bomg, these areiundergronnd bu-
rial €rypts and passages; the Teference, to the Parisian “fashion” of piling’ cdrpses to the ceil-
ing tends to confirm Montresor's French origins.

S

e
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“Pass your hand,” I said, “over the wally.you cannot: help feelmg the
nitre. Indeed, it is very, damp Once more Jet,me, zmpl
No! Then I must posrtlvely leave you. Biit- Lwill fir
little attentions in my power.” ¢

“The Amontillado!” e]aculated my friend, »not yet ecovered from his
astonishmeént.;: ! ~asd oo :

“True,” I rephed “the Amontlllado -

. As 1 said those; words. ] husied, yself afnong; 'the plle of bones of
whlch I have before spoken. Throwmg them aside; Lisodn »uncovered a
quantity: of. buildi ; Wlth\ these matexlals ,and thh
the aid of my trdwe_l
niche.

that the 1ntox1cat10n gf, F unato had m great ,measu,rel worn off. The
earliest 1nd1cat10n I had of th1s was a Iow moamng cry.fror the depth
Was then a

the fourth _and then,g

\ tloq [
noise Iasted for severa) m

h, that I-m gh hearken to

y upo,n glevel w1th “my breast I agam
b fove{ the. mason—workm threw a few
feeble rays upon the figur: ; ¢l

.. A succession of loud: and shrlll screams, __burstlng sud,de;nly from the
throat of the, chamed formyseeme; ust me: vlolently, back. For.a
brief moment I hesitated,:§ trembled Unsheathmg iy rapier, | began
to. grope with it.about ithe recess; bug, th ; instant reas-
sured me. I placed my hand'upon the solid fabric.of the, eatacombs,
and felt satisfied, } reapproached the wall. Jireplied:to.the yells of him
who clamoured. I.resechoed,. I aided, I surpassed them.in. {volume and
in: strength‘ll did this, and the clamourer, grew stilly: oy

It was -nows- mldnrght nd: my ;task. was .drayingto, a,,close, I had
completed the. eighth,i tHe ninth and the. tenth tier."L had | finished a
portion of thelast.and, theeleventh; there remained-but a single stone
to be ﬁtted a) d lasters ; ggled with 1ts‘}Werght,. Nplaeed it parr

4 Possrbly a ref > ence to tl'ier n
Bl 8 P
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late»Wilb it they:ble awartmga’ st ‘the palazzo—-rthe Lady Fortunato
and’ thefrest?: Letu be' gone. P ;

“FortheloveofG ]
§ 'I“sald “for the-love: ofr Godl "y

N o'afswer: stﬂl’s remainingiaperture-and

let it:fall within, There came forth in return only afjingling of the bells.
My:Heart: gréw: sick; it was thesdampness:ofithe-tatacombs; that. made
itiso:S-Fihiastened: to 'make anend of my labouril forced:the last stone
intosits position; E:plasteredit: up. Againstithe mew masonry.l re-
erected the old rampart of bones For the half of'a century nos mortal

'*']
to tel:hl ell -Was: the surest! road to hlsffavon Thus its happenedtthat
his seveii miinisters; wereiall nbted for their-accomplishmentsas: Jokers.
They all took afterthe kingstoo; in-being large; corpulent;oily meny:
well“'as ‘inimitable' jokers. "Whether people grow fat-by- joking;’ or
whether there is. somethmg - .vfat 1tself whrch predffsposes to-a joke;; 1
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.Protestant—Catholic tonfliot lies 4t #héheart of the ms‘ult ¥ .
6..In; the Griswold verslon, t/hese ,\{vords gre: ;rendered: ! -—on’account of the dampness o£ the

"catacomibs.” The das h ; was. used perhaps to suggest m ngk rried afterthought a
disirigenuous demal at the' nan'ator 'hds been moved by théh )
dqctnne, ,g’ Moqtresor, 5708 pénitent; he cannot receive absolution
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. of Charles VI of France a masquerade party in’ 1385 3 Jeant‘F is:
s 1410?) in chap 138 of hls Chronicles of the Hundred | Yelars W '(wnt ov

: thifty'year period- from’ T369:tot aboiat 1400). This incident:was ‘sunimarizeéd in an article
.;published, i Br 1 f 5,.In. SBarbarities, of the 'Iheatre,”
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