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“Wilderness is a good way to 
problematize our relationships 
with the past, with other 
peoples, with each other, with 
the natural world… there is no 
wilderness; there are only 
cultural landscapes.”

• -Mark David Spence



Yellowstone National Park
Established 1872



“Summer encampment at head of Medicine Lodge Creek, June 1871. Variously identified as Sheep Eater, Shoshone, and Bannock, 
this group was photographed by W.J. Jackson during the Hayden Survey of the Yellowstone area…”



“Wickiups, Yellowstone National Park. Early visitors and government explorers often referred to them as “abandoned tepees,”  but 
these were actually the permanent frameworks of seasonal lodges...” (Photo: National Park Service, Yellowstone Photo Collection: 
https://www.nps.gov/features/yell/slidefile/history/indians/page-2.htm)



Glacier National 
Park
Established 1910



https://www.glacierparkcollection.com/lodging/glacier-park-lodge/



Blackfeet in the Two Medicine area, ca 1914 (Photo: National Park Service Photo Archive, Glacier National Park)



Yosemite 
National Park 
Established 1890 – 
NOTE: President Lincoln signed a 
bill establishing Yosemite Valley 
and Mariposa Grove as  “protected 
wilderness areas” on June 30, 1864

• Yosemite Valley Grant 
Act, also referred to as the 
Yosemite Land Grant

• Gives California these 
areas “upon the express 
conditions that the premises 
shall be held for public use, 
resort, and recreation.”



“New Indian Village, 1933. In this official park service photograph, some residents of the Yosemite Indian Village stand in front of Harry 
Johnson’s new home. Johnson’s eldest son, Jay, would become the last Yosemite Indian to live in the park…” 
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