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Critical Sociocultural Theories and Transformative Practice: Intersections of Human Development and Education.

This course will explore a broad spectrum of educational theories through the lens of their applications in transformative practices at the intersection of human development and education. These include critical and sociocultural approaches that have found their way into various alternative practices in schools and beyond. How are insights from theorizing about culture, society, identity, inequality, and power dynamics being applied in devising innovative pedagogies and other progressive practices? How are alternative practices helping to reveal gaps in theorizing about ourselves and society? In surveying connections between theoretical ideas and practical applications, the focus will be on topics such as visions, ideologies, ethical commitments, and notions of objectivity as they play out at the nexus of theories and practices. Examples of innovative pedagogies will include multicultural education, teaching-learning in the zone of proximal development, tools of the mind curriculum, experiential and discovery learning, and pedagogy for social action, among others. Particular attention will be given to exploring the transformative potential of these approaches, especially in terms of whether they posit alternative futures through the lens of productive imagination. In exploring ways to overcoming the unfortunate separation between theory and practice, the goal is to think critically and imaginatively about how transformative practices and associated knowledge production can be utilized to move beyond the status quo.

Requirements 
· Attendance and participation in class discussion. 

· Journaling: For each class, write reactions/reflections to assigned readings. Journal is due on Tuesdays by 6 pm. 

· Group presentation in class (the details of the format to be discussed in class).

September 2nd. Course overview and discussion of expectations and interests. Developing a collaborative agenda for exploring the interface of theory and practice in education.
September 9th.  Setting the stage to discuss the interface between theory and practice in education: An overview of broad paradigms 
· Guba, E. G., & Lincoln, Y. S. (1994). Competing paradigms in qualitative research. In N. K. Denzin & Y. S. Lincoln (Eds.), Handbook of qualitative research (pp. 105-117). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

· Heron, J., & Reason, P. (1997). A participatory inquiry paradigm. Qualitative Inquiry, 3, 274–294.
· Biesta, G. (2007). Why “what works” won't work: Evidence‐based practice and the democratic deficit in educational research. Educational Theory, 2007, 1-22. http://www.lsuctgc.com/Biesta_-_Evidence_Based_Education___Democracy.pdf 
· Kemmis, S. (2010). Research for praxis: knowing doing.  Pedagogy, Culture & Society, Vol. 18, No. 1, March 2010, 9–27.
September 16th. Situating questions of theory and practice in sociocultural and sociopolitical context: Placing equity front and center.
· Marilyn Cochran-Smith, Karen Shakman, Cindy Jong, Dianna G. Terrell, Joan Barnatt and Patrick McQuillan (2009). Good and Just Teaching: The Case for Social Justice in Teacher Education. American Journal of Education Vol. 115, No. 3, pp. 347-377.
· Nieto, Sonja (2000).  Placing Equity Front and Center: Some Thoughts on Transforming Teacher Education for a New Century. Journal of Teacher Education, Vol. 51, No. 3, 180-187.
· Christians, C. (2005). Ethics and politics in qualitative research. The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research. Ed. by Norman K. Denzin & Yvonna S. Lincoln (3rd ed.), pp. 139-164.
· Helfenbein, J. (2009). Reconstructing/Reimagining Democratic Education: From Context to Theory to Practice.  Educational studies, 45, 5-23.
· Lefrancois, D., & Ethier, M-A. (2010). Translating the Ideal of Deliberative Democracy into Democratic Education: Pure Utopia? Educational Philosophy and Theory,Vol. 42, No. 3, 4. 
September 30th. Transformative approaches and paradigms

· Gloria Ladson-Billings & Jamel Donnor (2005). The moral activist role of critical race theory scholarship.  The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research (3rd ed.). Denzin, Norman K. (Ed); Lincoln, Yvonna S. (Ed), pp. 279-301. Sage Publications.
· Mertens, Donna M. (2010). Transformative Mixed Methods Research. Qualitative Inquiry, 16, 469-474.
· Holland, Dorothy & Correal, Diana Gómez (2013). Assessing the transformative significance of movements & activism: Lessons from A Postcapitalist Politics. Outlines: Critical Practice Studies, Vol 14(2), 2013. Special issue on 'Transformative social practice and socio-critical knowledge'. pp. 130-159

· Stetsenko, A. (2015). Theory for and as social practice of realizing the future: Implications from a transformative activist stance. In J. Martin, J. Sugarman, and K. Slaney (eds.), The Wiley Handbook of Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology: Methods, Approaches, and New Directions for Social Sciences (pp. 102-116). New York: Wiley.
· Fine, M., & Vanderslice, V. (1992). Qualitative activist research: Reflections on methods and politics. In F. B. Bryant, J. Edwards, R. S. Tindale, E. J. Posavac, L. Heath, E. Henderson, & Y. Suarez-Balcazar (Eds.), Methodological issues in applied social psychology (pp. 199-218). New York: Plenum Press.
Additional Readings:

· Brown, K. (2004). Leadership for social justice and equity: Weaving a transformative framework and pedagogy. Educational Administration Quarterly Vol. 40, No. 1.  77-108.

· Carr, W. 2007. Educational research as a practical science. International Journal of Research and Method in Education 30, 271–86. 

October 7th. Critical & Transformative Pedagogy
· Leonardo, Zeus (2004). Critical Social Theory and Transformative Knowledge: The Functions of Criticism in Quality Education. Educational Researcher 33(6)11–18.
· Antonia Darder (2011). Embodiments of Public Pedagogy: The Art of Soulful Resistance. Policy Futures in Education December 2011 vol. 9 no. 6 780-801
· Giroux, Henry A. (2004). Critical Pedagogy and the Postmodern/Modern Divide: Towards a Pedagogy of Democratization. Teacher Education Quarterly, v31 n1 p31-47.
· Jackson, Sue (1997). Crossing Borders and Changing Pedagogies: From Giroux and Freire to Feminist Theories of Education. Gender and Education, Vol. 9, Issue 4.
· Seehwa Cho. (2010). Politics of Critical Pedagogy and New Social Movements. Educational Philosophy and Theory,Vol. 42, No. 3, 2010, 310-325.
October 14th. Culture of learning and learning cultures: Exploring the transformative potential of the culturally relevant pedagogy.
· Ladson-Billings, G. (1995b). Toward a theory of culturally relevant pedagogy. American Educational Research Journal, 32(3), 465–491.
· Lee, CD., Spencer, MB., & Harpalani, V. (2003).  “Every Shut Eye Ain’t Sleep”: Studying How People Live Culturally. Educational Researcher, 2003. 
· Torre, M. E. (2009). Participatory action research and critical race theory: Fueling spaces for nos-otras to research. The Urban Review, 41, 106–120. http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11256-008-0097-7

· Barone, T. (2006). Making educational history: Qualitative inquiry, artistry, and the public interest. In G. Ladson-Billings & W. F. Tate (Eds.), Education research in the public interest: Social justice, action, and policy (pp. 213–230). New York: Teachers College Press.
· Gutiérrez, Kris D.; Penuel, William R. (2014). Relevance to Practice as a Criterion for Rigor. Educational Researcher, v43 n1, p19-23.

Additional readings:
· Na'ilah Suad Nasir and Victoria M. Hand Exploring Sociocultural Perspectives on Race, Culture, and Learning. REVIEW OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 2006 76: 449-475.
· Lee, Carol D. (2008). The centrality of culture to the scientific study of learning and development: How an ecological framework in education research facilitates civic responsibility. Educational Researcher, 37, 267–279.
October 21st. Dewey and contemporary pedagogy: Experiential learning and discovery learning. 

· Zilversmit, Arthur (1993). Changing Schools: Progressive Education Theory and Practice, 1930-1960. Chapter 1 Progressive Education: A Definition. Chapter 2 Old Wine, New Bottles. Chapter 3 Progressive Education and the Process of Reform. Chicago: Chicago University Press.
· Elkjaer Bente (2009). Pragmatism: A learning theory for the future. In Knud Illeris (ed.), Contemporary Theories of Learning: Learning Theorists -- In Their Own Words. Routledge, pp. 74-89.
· Miettinen, R. (2000). The Concept of Experiential Learning and John Dewey’s Theory of Refl ective Thought and Action. International Journal of Lifelong Education, 2000, 19(1), 54–72.
· Daniel C. Edelson, Douglas N. Gordin, Roy D. Pea. (1999). Addressing the Challenges of Inquiry-Based Learning Through Technology and Curriculum Design. The Journal of the Learning Sciences, 8(3-4), pp.391-450.
Additional readings:

· L Alfieri, PJ Brooks, NJ Aldrich (2011). Does discovery-based instruction enhance learning? Journal of Educational Psychology, 103(1), 1–18.
· The Potential of Experiential Learning Models and Practices In Career and Technical Education & Career and Technical Teacher Education
· Kolb. Experiential learning. http://www.researchgate.net/publication/235701029_Experiential_Learning_Experience_As_the_Source_of_Learning_and_Development
· Linda H. Lewis, CarolJ. Williams Experiential Learning: Past and Present. NEW DIRECTIONS FOR WORK AND CONTlNUNG EDUCATlON, no. 62, Summer 1994
October 28th. Vygotsky and contemporary pedagogy: Cultural mediation, zone f proximal development and other constructs.

· Gutierrez, C. D. & Rogoff, B. (2003). Cultural ways of learning: Individual traits and repertoire of practice. Educational researcher, 32(5), 19-25.

· Thorne, S. (2005). Epistemology, politics and ethics in sociocultural theory. Modern Language Journal, 89, 393–409. 

· Engeström, Y., & Annalisa Sannino, A. (2010). Studies of expansive learning: Foundations, findings and future challenges Educational Research Review xxx (2010

· Elena Bodrova &  Deborah Leong (2007). Tools of the Mind. (2nd ed.). Columbus, OH, Merrill/Prentice Hall. Overview available at:

http://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/5-Tools-of-the-Mind-Curriculum.pdf
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/publications/innodata/inno07.pdf
· Tharp, R., & Gallimore, R. (1988). Rousing minds to life. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. Chapter Teaching, schooling and literacy: A unified theory of education (pp. 11-43). 

Additional readings:

· Can the Right Kinds of Play Teach Self-Control? Paul Tough, NYTimes, Sept 25, 2009. http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/27/magazine/27tools-t.html?_r=0
· Bruner, J. S.  (1966).  Toward a Theory of Instruction.  Cambridge, Massachusetts:  Harvard University Press.  Chapters 3 and 4 (pp. 39-101).
November 4th. Situated learning perspectives 
· Lave, J. (1996). Teaching as learning, in practice. Mind, Culture, and Activity, 3, 149–164. 
· Etienne Wenger, E. (2011). A social theory of learning. In In Knud Illeris (ed.), Contemporary Theories of Learning: Learning Theorists -- In Their Own Words. Routledge. Chapter 15, pp. 209-218.
· Sfard, A. (1998). On Two Metaphors for Learning and the Dangers of Choosing just One’, Educational Researcher, 27, 4–13.

· Packer, M. & Goicoechea, J.: 2000, Sociocultural and Constructivist Theories of Learning: Ontology, not just Epistemology’, Educational Psychologist 35, 227–241.

· Hodkinson, Phil Biesta, Gert & James, David (2008).  Understanding Learning Cultures. Educational Review, 59, 4, pp. 415-427.
Additional readings:

· Cobb, P. (1994). Where Is the Mind? Constructivist and Sociocultural Perspectives on Mathematical Development. Educational Researcher, Vol. 23, No. 7 (Oct., 1994), pp. 13-20.
· Anderson, J.R., Greeno, J.G., Reder, L.M. & Simon, H.: 2000, ‘Perspectives on Learning, Thinking, and Activity’, Educational Researcher 29, 11–13.

November 11th. Cultural-Historical Perspectives: Implication for teacher education, identity development, and ESL teaching
· Edwards, Anne (2011). Learning how to know who: Professional learning for expansive practice between organizations. In S. Ludvigsen, et al.  (Eds.), Learning across sites: New tools, infrastructures and practices (pp. 17-32). Routledge
· Wells, G. (2011). Integrating CHAT and action research. Mind, Culture, and Activity, 18, 161-180. 
· Ellis, V. (2011). Reenergising professional creativity from a CHAT perspective: Seeing Knowledge and History in Practice. Mind, Culture, and Activity; 18: 181-193.

· Edwards, A. (2010) How can Vygotsky and his legacy help us to understand and develop teacher education? In V. Ellis, A. Edwards and P. Smagorinsky (Eds.),  Learning teaching: cultural historical perspectives on teacher education and development (63-77). London: Routledge.

· Zuengler, J., & Miller, E. R. (2006). Cognitive and sociocultural perspectives: Two parallel SLA worlds? TESOL Quarterly, 40, 35–58. 
Additional readings
· Collins, C. (2011). Reflections on CHAT and Freire's Participatory Action Research From the West of Scotland: Praxis, Politics, and the “Struggle For Meaningful Life” - Mind, Culture, and Activity, 18, 98-114.
· Edwards, G. (2011). The past and future inside the present: Dialectical thinking and the transformation of teaching. Journal for Critical Education Policy Studies (JCEPS), 9(2), 43–59.

· Studying Identity in Learning Contexts from a Human Sciences Perspective Nasir, Na'ilah Suad. Yearbook of the National Society for the Study of Education, v109 n1 p53-65.
· Learning across sites; new tools, infrastructures and practices. Sten Ludvigsen, Andreas Lund, Ingvill Rasmussen and Roger Säljö (2014). Introduction.
· Jack Martin (2007).  The Selves of Educational Psychology: Conceptions, Contexts, and Critical Considerations EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST, 42(2), 79–89
November 18th. Theory/Practice interface in arts-based educational, research on literacy, disability. 
· Lisa Delpit (1988). The silenced dialogue: Power and pedagogy in educating other people's children - Harvard educational review. Available at:
http://schoolandsociety2014.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/85462453/Delpit-SilencedDialogue.pdf

· Gutierrez, K., Morales, P. Zitlali., & Martinez, Danny C. (2009). Re-Mediating Literacy: Culture, Difference, and Learning for Students from Nondominant Communities. Review of Research in Education, v33 n1. Available at:
http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Kris_Gutierrez2/publication/250185548_Re-mediating_Literacy_Culture_Difference_and_Learning_for_Students_From_Nondominant_Communities/links/540377430cf2bba34c1c23bc.pdf

· Connor, D. X, Gabel, S. L., GaUagher, D. X, & Morton, M. (2008). Disability studies and inclusive education — implications for theory, research, and practiceInternational Journal of Inclusive Education, 12, Issue 5-6. Special Issue: Disability Studies in Education, 441-457.

· Barone, T., & Eisner, E. (2006). Arts-based educational research. In J. L. nGreen, G. Camilli, & P. B. Elmore (Eds.), Handbook of complementary methods in education research (pp. 95–110). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence

· Darts, David (2006). Art Education for a Change: Contemporary Issues and the Visual Arts. Art Education; Sep 2006; 59, 5, pp. 6-12. 
November 25, December 2 and December 9 – students collaborative/group presentations.
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