

South Bronx Classical Charter School Unit Plan Template

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title:  Science Non-Fiction

	Unit Number: 8
	Time Frame: 21 days 

	Subject:  Read Aloud 
	Grade:  1st grade

	Unit Plan Synopsis

	This unit plan will introduce students to science non-fiction.  The theme of this unit will be insects. It will also include advertisements. Students will begin to analyze advertisements and use them as jumping points to figure out if information given is true or false.   Students will show their knowledge of the understandings in this unit through small performance tasks that will lead to one presentation
1)  Create a diary based on “Diary of a Fly” in which important information about the insect is provided
2)   Create a poster with information about a specific insect in groups
[bookmark: _GoBack]3) Present the diary and poster as an informational session
As all read aloud units, students will be exposed to the various standards through discussion and written work.  Teacher will target certain students for certain questions and will cold call on students throughout the lessons.
Text used: Are You a Bee? by Judy Allen and Tudor Humpries
                 Are You a Butterfly? Judy Allen and Tudor Humpries
                 Are You a Ladybug?  Judy Allen and Tudor Humpries
                 Are you a Grasshopper?  Judy Allen and Tudor Humpries
                 Fireflies in the Night by Judy Hawes  
                 Bugs are Insects- by Anne Rockwell
                 Diary of a Fly by Doreen Cronin
                  Among other books which will be strategically placed in library to have students locate   
                  books needed for their poster and diary


	

	



	Stage 1:  Desired Results

	Established Goals:  What standards will this unit address?

	Standard  ID
	State Standard
	Lesson Objectives 

	1.R.1.1
	Locate and use classroom and library media center resources to acquire information, with assistance
	SWBAT use the library to find nonfiction books that will aid them in making their posters and presentation

	1.R.1.2
	Read grade-level informational texts to begin to collect data, facts, and ideas, with assistance
	 SWBAT collect data about an insect using the teachers help and make a poster

	1.R.1.3
	 Distinguish between texts with stories and texts with information
	 SWBAT discuss the difference between fiction/nonfiction and text with pictures that have information

	1.R.1.4
	 Use a picture dictionary as a    resource for vocabulary development
	SWBAT use the dictionary when reading nonfiction text to find unknown words

	1.R.1.5 
	Select books to meet informational needs, with assistance
	SWBAT use books to find information 

	1.R.4.1
	 Share reading experiences (e.g., reading together silently or aloud) to establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships with peers or adults
	SWBAT present to the class their informational session and share what they have discovered about insects

	1.R.4.2
	Respect the age, gender, and cultural traditions of the writer
	

	1.R.4.3-
	 Recognize the vocabulary of social communication (e.g., the language of salutations and closings)
	SWBAT write a diary in perspective of an insect using greeting such as “Dear Diary”

	1.L.1.1- 
	Acquire information from nonfiction text Identify words and sentences on a chart
	 SWBAT create a list of information they learned about a topic using a kwl chart

	1.L.1.2-
	 Follow directions involving a few steps
	SWBAT do this everyday when fulfilling you do portion of the lessons

	1.L.1.3-
	 Identify similarities and differences in information about people, places, and events
	

	1.L.3.1-
	 Form an opinion and evaluate information on the basis of information in the world
	SWBAT form an opinion about advertisements based on information they have learned

	1.L.3.2-
	 Identify messages in advertisements by listening to the words, music, and sound effects
	SWBAT analyze advertisements about insects and figure out what they are about

	1.L.4.1-
	 Respect the age, gender, and culture of the speaker
	

	1.L.4.2
	- Listen to friendly notes, cards, letters, and personal narratives read aloud to get to know the writer and/or classmates and fellow listeners
	

	1.L.4.3-
	 Listen for the tone of voice and content that signal friendly communication
	

	1.SP.1.1-
	 Dictate information

	SWBAT write information learned from the texts

	1.SP.1.2-
	 Report information to peers and familiar adults
	SWBAT present information about a specific insect to the class and teacher

	1.SP.1.3-
	 Connect information from personal experiences to information from nonfiction texts
	SWBAT think about what they know about a topic

	1.SP.1.4-
	 Retell multiple pieces of information in sequence; for example, retell a story
	SWBAT write four facts they learned about the insect

	1.SP.1.5-
	 Share observations from the classroom, home, or community
	SWBAT present information about a specific insect to the class and teacher

	1.SP.1.6-
	 Ask questions to clarify topics, directions, and/or classroom routines
	SWBAT ask questions about insects

	1.SP.1.7-
	 Respond orally to questions and/or directions
	SWBAT answer questions asked about insects

	1.SP.1.8- 
	Share information using appropriate visual aids (e.g. puppets, toys, and pictures) to illustrate a word or concept
	SWBAT use posters and props to give the class information about a specific insect

	1.SP.4.1
	 - Participate in small or large group storytelling, in order to interact with classmates and adults in the classroom and school environment
	SWBAT report to the class important information about an insect

	1.SP.4.3
	- Respect the age, gender, and culture of the listener
	




	Enduring Understandings:  What key understandings will students master from this unit?

	 People can learn about scientific topics by reading nonfiction texts
Nonfiction text can be used to prove or support your opinion
Not all information you are given is true

	Essential Questions:  What essential questions will be considered? 

	Why do people read nonfiction text?
How can we best prove our opinion?
Should you believe everything you hear?

	Key Terms/Vocabulary 

	advertisement
entomologist
insects
larva
feelers
drones
nectar
pollen
swarm
frothy 
stubby
suction
palpi
catapulted
aphids
pale
burst
chrysalis
creases
latern
external skeleton
antennae
thorax
abdomen
regurgitated
flypaper
filthy
food chain
manure
information

 
 

	Knowledge:  What key knowledge will students acquire as a result of this unit? 

	· What is an advertisement?
· You can get information from books with drawings
· Entomologists study insects 
· Nonfiction books are true and give real information that we can use to prove a point
· Not everything we hear/see is true
· Insects are useful to the Earth

	Skills:  What key skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? 

	
· Able to put themselves in someone else's shoes 
· Describe features of insects
· Recall information learned and where it came from
· Report information learned in an audible tone
· Report information learned in a way that others can understand
· Use nonfiction books to prove opinions

	Common Misconceptions 
	Clarifications 

	· All information heard is not true
· Fiction books have no real information
	· Some fiction books do have real and true information
· Information you hear can be researched to find the truth



	Stage 2:  Assessment Evidence Summary

	Performance Tasks

	There will be three performance tasks in this unit.  For the first performance task, students will be asked to recall knowledge they have gathered from nonfiction text read in form of an assessment.  Students will respond to various questions about the books they have read.    Through the questions, they will explore the literature and their own connections to the literature.
The second performance task will require students to create a diary from the perspective of an insect.  They will show empathy for the insect by putting themselves in the shoes of the insect. They will create an insect character, include in the diary what is special about them, tasks they perform, etc.
The final performance task is in connection with the second performance task. The students will also create a poster which will present facts about the insect. It must have a drawing of the insect with the body parts labeled, important facts about insect, and how they help the Earth. Students will find additional information about the insects from bin placed in library with books about different insects. They are to research information to add to their posters and diaries. Students will then present their information in groups to the class.  Note: Arrangements will be made with art teacher to help students learn how to draw insects. 



	 Performance Task Blueprint Task #1 

	Task Title:  Recalling Information-Assessment
	Approximate Time: 1 day 



	What desired understandings/content standards will be assessed through this task? 

	Standard
	Description

	1.L.1.2-
	Follow directions involving a few steps

	1.SP.1.3-
	 Connect information from personal experiences to information from nonfiction texts

	1.SP.1.4-
	 Retell multiple pieces of information in sequence; for example, retell a story

	
	

	What evidence will show student understanding?  (Include goal, role, audience, situation, product/performance, and standards) 

	The goal of this performance task is for students to recall information from a nonfiction text. The questions will be based on recalling facts and answer comprehension questions.  There will be questions from text read to class but also a short non-fiction text about insects. Students will play the role of a reader and their audience will be the teacher and the individual students.  The situation will be that students are hey will show the knowledge and skills they learned while listening and interacting with nonfiction text during read aloud.  The audience of this performance task will be the teachers and the individual students.  The situation (context) for this performance assessments for students to have a strong understand of nonfiction text  and to be able to accurately comprehend a nonfiction text. This performance will require students to answer comprehension questions correctly. 



	Products/Performances and Evaluations 

	Products/Performances providing evidence of desired understandings
	Criteria for product/performance evaluation
	Scoring Tool 

	Multiple choice questions about nonfiction text
	· Answer questions correctly
	Correct answers will be worth 1 poin each



	Materials Needed: 

	Assessment




	 Performance Task Blueprint Task #2

	Task Title: Informational Session (Diary and Poster)
	Approximate Time: 6 days



	What desired understandings/content standards will be assessed through this task? 

	Standard
	Description

	1.R.1.1
	Locate and use classroom and library media center resources to acquire information, with assistance

	1.R.1.2
	Read grade-level informational texts to begin to collect data, facts, and ideas, with assistance

	1.R.1.3
	 Distinguish between texts with stories and texts with information

	1.R.1.4
	 Use a picture dictionary as a    resource for vocabulary development

	1.R.1.5 
	Select books to meet informational needs, with assistance

	1.R.4.1
	 Share reading experiences (e.g., reading together silently or aloud) to establish, maintain, and enhance personal relationships with peers or adults

	1.L.1.1- 
	Acquire information from nonfiction text Identify words and sentences on a chart

	1.L.3.1-
	 Form an opinion and evaluate information on the basis of information in the world

	1.SP.1.1-
	 Dictate information


	1.SP.1.2-
	 Report information to peers and familiar adults

	1.SP.1.3-
	 Connect information from personal experiences to information from nonfiction texts

	1.SP.1.4-
	 Retell multiple pieces of information in sequence; for example, retell a story

	1.SP.1.5-
	 Share observations from the classroom, home, or community

	1.SP.1.6-
	 Ask questions to clarify topics, directions, and/or classroom routines

	1.SP.1.7-
	 Respond orally to questions and/or directions

	1.SP.1.8- 
	Share information using appropriate visual aids (e.g. puppets, toys, and pictures) to illustrate a word or concept

	1.SP.4.1
	 - Participate in small or large group storytelling, in order to interact with classmates and adults in the classroom and school environment



	What evidence will show student understanding?  (Include goal, role, audience, situation, product/performance, and standards) 

	The goal of this performance task is for students to create a information poster and a diary from the insects perspective that demonstrates what they have learned throughout the unit. Students should be able to show that they have learned several facts about insects and also be able to indicate their opinion about the insects by utilizing the facts they have acquired through the unit. Students will assume the role of the insect They will write a diary from the insects perspective to show how the insect is important and special. Ultimately the students will take their poster and diary and present to the class in the form of an information session. Students should be in groups of 4.



	Products/Performances and Evaluations 

	Products/Performances providing evidence of desired understandings
	Criteria for product/performance evaluation
	Scoring Tool 

	Poster -Drawing
	· Clarity of drawing
	1-2-3 Rubric

	Poster-Writing
	· Scholar Writing
	1-2-3 Rubric

	Diary
	· Scholar Writing
	1-2-3 Rubric



	Materials Needed: 

	 Poster paper, crayons, paper, bin with books about insects








	Other Evidence

	Evidence
	Learning Outcome

	
	

	Class charts/diagrams
	Students will use charts as teacher reads aloud to help further their comprehension

	Class discussions
	Students will participate in general class discussion daily.  Teacher will also cold call on students to make sure they are listening and can understand the main points of the text.

	Quizzes
	Students will learn new information in this unit.  They will take a quiz to show their understanding of the vocab words.



	Stage 3:  Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction

	What sequence of teaching and learning experiences will equip students to engage with, develop, and demonstrate the desired understandings?  Be sure to include the hook for the unit, explain how you are going to evaluate students, and explain any tasks that will help students self-reflect and self-assess their learning.  Attach pacing calendar of objectives to this unit plan (use pacing calendar template).

	Where the unit is going:  Teacher will explain to students that this unit, they will be learning about insects.  Teacher will explain to students that they are going to be reading several books about insects. Teacher will explain that they will also be thinking about what insects do for the Earth and how people might not think insects are so great. Teacher will explain how we will learn about insects to show everyone how amazing insects really are!

Teacher will show students an advertisement with false information about insects. THe teacher will explain that not everything they hear or see on tv, newspapers is necessarily true. One way you can figure out if something is true is by researching it. This means looking for the information yourself. A good way to look for information is to look for non-fiction books, or books that give you information. 

Teacher will have students refer to the essential questions throughout the unit to see what they learned about reading nonfiction. 

 

Learning Activities: 
-Hook
-Class discussions 
-Performance Tasks
-Quizzes 
-



1


May
MOnday
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
16 First day of Unit
HOOK:
TW explain what an advertisement does and why they are done
TW show scholars advertisement with wrong information about insects (insects are not useful)
TW explain how not everything you hear on tv, newspapers, etc is true. They can find the real and true information by researching and reading non-fiction books
TW introduce theme of insects and end goal of unit (create informational session about an insect)
Vocabulary:
Non-fiction
advertisement
17
SWBAT create a list of information they know about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT create a list of information they want to know about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT create a list of information they learned about a topic using a kwl chart

Learning Activity: 
Turn and Talk: What makes an insect and insect? 
What are examples of insects:?
Vocabulary:
external skeleton
antennae
thorax
abdomen
insect
Text: Bugs are Insects
18
SWBAT create a list of information they know about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT create a list of information they want to know about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT create a list of information they learned about a topic using a kwl chart

 SWBAT discuss how insects (butterflies) are useful to the Earth
Learning Activity: SWBAT write two facts they learned about the insect
Vocabulary:
burst
chrysalis
creases
Text: Are You a Butterfly?
19
SWBAT create a list of information they learned about a topic using a kwl chart


SWBAT  retell important information about how a butterfly grows by filling in a web with facts about a butterfly

SWBAT assist teacher in filling out the diagram of a butterfly with names of their body parts

SWBAT discuss how people might think butterflies are not useful to the Earth. What makes butterflies interesting?
Learning Activity:
SWBAT sequence the order a butterfly grows by thinking about  a butterflies life cycle

Text: Are You a Butterfly?
20
SWBAT create a list of information they know about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT create a list of information they want to know about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT create a list of information they learned about a topic using a kwl chart
SWBAT discuss how insects (grasshoppers) are useful to the Earth
Learning Activity: SWBAT write four facts they learned about the insect
frothy 
stubby
suction
palpi
catapulted
Text: Are You a Grasshopper?
30

Memorial Day:  No School 
31












	23
SWBAT create a list of information they learned about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT  retell important information about how a grasshopper grows by filling in a web with facts about a grasshopper

SWBAT assist teacher in filling out the diagram of a grasshoppers with names of their body parts

SWBAT Discuss what makes grasshoppers so interesting? 

Learning Activity:
SWBAT sequence the order a grasshopper grows by thinking about  a grasshoppers life cycle

Text: Are You a Grasshopper?
	24
SWBAT create a list of information they know about a topic using a kwl

SWBAT create a list of information they want to know about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT create a list of information they learned about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT discuss how fireflies help the world by thinking about what they learned from the book

SWBAT discuss why certain parts of the world might need more fireflies than other

Learning Activity:
SWBAT write down three facts about fireflies they learned

Text: Fireflies In the Night
Vocabulary:
Latern

	25

TW show the students an advertisement about butterflies,  grasshoppers, and fireflies.
 
SWBAT agree or disagree with the advertisement and defend their position by thinking about the facts they learned about the insects. 

SWBAT answer written questions about the three insects by thinking about what they learned about them. 


	26

SWBAT create a list of information they know about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT create a list of information they want to know about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT create a list of information they learned about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT discuss how insects (ladybugs) are useful to the Earth
Learning Activity: SWBAT write four facts they learned about the insect


Text: Are you a Ladybug?
Vocabulary:
aphids
	27
SWBAT create a list of information they learned about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT  retell important information about how a ladybugs grows by filling in a web with facts about a ladybugs

SWBAT assist teacher in filling out the diagram of a ladybugs with names of their body parts

SWBAT Discuss what makes ladybugs so interesting? 

Learning Activity:
SWBAT sequence the order a ladybug grows by thinking about  a ladybugs life cycle

Text: Are You a Ladybug?



	June 

	MOnday
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	NO SCHOOL
	31
TW show advertisement about bees. 
SWBAT analyze advertisement and question its purpose
TW pose question: How could we find out the real and true information about bees?

SWBAT create a list of information they know about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT create a list of information they want to know about a topic using a kwl chart
Vocabulary:
larva
feelers
drones
nectar
pollen
swarm
Text: Are You a Bee?
	1 SWBAT create a list of information they learned about a topic using a kwl chart

SWBAT  retell important information about how a bees grows by filling in a web with facts about a bees

SWBAT assist teacher in filling out the diagram of a bees with names of their body parts

SWBAT Discuss what makes bees so interesting? What is one important thing bees do for the environment? 

Learning Activity:
SWBAT sequence the order a bee grows by thinking about  a bee life cycle

Text: Are You a Bee?
	2
TW show advertisement that has false information about insects.

SW discuss what is false about the advertisement


SWBAT create a list of information they learned about flies 
SWBAT discuss how they were able to learn information from a book that is fiction

SWBAT to compare a fly to a bee using a venn diagram

Text: Diary of A Fly
	3

Half Day 

LESSON: 20 min
TW introduce performance task. TW explain it is their job to explain to everyone what insects are really all about. 

TW explain what a diary is and how they will be using a diary format to show how an insect thinks
 TW explain perspective and how they will be writing from the insects perspective


TW tell students which insect they will be working on. Split class into groups of 4.  Two students will work on poster, two on the diary from insects perspective

Bees
Butterflies
LadyBugs
Fireflies
Grasshopper
Possibly: ant


	6
SWBAT to work on their posters and diaries with the teachers assistant

SWBAT to locate information in the library about insects
Posters:
Drawing of insect
Label body parts
Information about their life cycle
Information about how they help the Earth
At least 4 interesting facts about the insect
	7
SWBAT to work on their posters and diaries with the teachers assistant

Diary:

At least 8 journal entries. The entries must have some real and true facts about the insect.
Students may make up a character based on the insect.
Must be in first person
	8
SWBAT to work on their posters and diaries with the teachers assistant
	9
Chancellor’s Day:  No School 
	10
SWBAT to work on their posters and diaries with the teachers assistant 

	13FLEX DAY
	14
SWBAT present their work to the class

	15 Last day of Unit
SWBAT present their work to the class
	
	






13

