Informal Low-stakes Writing

This list of 100 informal low-stakes writing assignments was generated by Writing Fellows at a workshop during their initial Training Session at City College on Tuesday, August 30, 2011. The list attests to the versatility of low stakes writing, regardless of            ssacademic discipline. It has been largely untouched and only loosely edited. I have tried to avoid repetitions. By no means is the list exhaustive. 
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--  free writing in class to identify where a thesis is in a document and explain why.

--  write your own multiple choice questions

--  for research papers, writing the significance of a source on an index card

--  reading reflections; reading responses

--  write one’s goals and expectations at the beginning of the term; revisit at term’s end

--  journal about application of concepts to one’s personal life.

--  personal statements

--  informal critical writing on popular articles

--  outlines, drafts

--  write reactions to some concept or idea

--  write naturalistic observations

--  write a prospectus 

--  draft for a high stakes assignment

--  write weekly reflection pieces instead of a longer term paper.

--  paragraph writing

--  write comments from your own perspective on news articles

--  write class discussion summaries

--  analyse scenarios/popular culture

--  write letters

--  write reflections after completing an assignment, what to do differently the next time

--  5 minute free write on paper topic

--  playwriting/ commix/ storyboarding

--  group writing with technology: wikis, googledocs; dropbox 

--  group writing: passing the page after seeing only the last line.

--  texts/ tweets/ emails/ updates/ blogs

--  mind mapping; concept mapping

--  combining films and readings

--  feelings on theories

-- giving one’s own grade on an assignment and explaining why 

--   “grafitti” wall

--  Blackboard Discussion groups

--  in a journal, break a “whole” assignment into parts and discuss the relation of the parts to each other and to the whole.

--  “jump into the prompt” writing: quick in-class writing beginning to explore a high stakes assignments immediately after it is assigned.

--  start class by writing what remains with you from the previous class.

--  start class by writing about what still confuses you about the last class.

-- write about what you don’t understand about the assigned reading. 

--  What did you understand about X? What questions do you have about X?

-- Reflection: You’re in the middle of a big project? How is it going?

--  Reflection: Now that you’ve finished this project, what did you think of your process?      What are you proud of? What did you struggle with? 

--  What are your thoughts about writing assignment Z right now. What is the next step?

--Before beginning a lab, write about what you will do in the lab.

--  What was the most difficult/ informative/ rewarding part of the lab assignment? When did you begin to see its purpose.

--  write vocabulary lists

--  write idea maps/ webs

--  interprete quotes

--  write timelines

--  write questions about reading

--  write lecture feedback

--  self-editing/ peer editing

--  write article summaries

--  reflections on fieldwork

--  prompt before lecture

--  note-taking

--  write a reflection on comments from teacher

-- explaining newly introduced material

--  write about a library or lab trip

--  write alternative story plots and character creations

--  write a letter to the author or writer

--  write creative imitations/reflections

-- write a letter to teacher explaining your essay: what you liked, disliked, would change if you had more time. 

--  write email topic for next class discussion

--  write a letter to teacher about class expectations

--  write a mid-semester course reflection

--  analyze a visual text in class

--  ask students to write about what is “fair game” for an exam

--  create a YouTube video with a narrative voice over

--  write a narrative of a reading

--  ask students to describe themselves as writers

--  write a narrative explanation how you solved a problem

--  marginal notes from reading

--  annotated bibliographies

--  write sample problems for tests

--  working in groups to create a plan

--  reading work aloud

--  write peer-review non-judgmental comments about each other’s writing

--  write a question to respond to an the end of class

--  put up an image and have students respond to it in writing through the context of the class material.

--  respond in writing to an historical artifact

-- write explanation or questions about a concept 

--  free write your experiences about a technique or issue

--  if a debate has arisen in class, state your position and then consider why you might be wrong.

--  map pre-existing knowledge of a subject

--  choose the most important sentence from a reading and write a paragraph defending that choice.

-- listen to a poem, list words that come to mind

--brainstorm what you know/hate/ are anxious about.

--  with books closed, write all you can remember about a subject

--  write a letter to a non specialist

--  write a quotation sandwich

--  write an imagined conversation between two thinkers, writers, characters, historical figures.

--  email responses

--movie reviews 

--  drafting

--  lab reports: response to engineering, finance and other math oriented exercises

-- write about the process of completing a writing assignment

-- write down response to a discussion before the discussion

--  develop a narrative of the course.

-- write a one-question quiz before the beginning of class.

=--reflect on what you’ve learned in the course.

